THIS IS NOT THEIR AlIR

It is as if newspapers would have the monopoly on
using paper

INTERVIEW WITH KIKA AND "GROENTE’
ABOUT OPEN RADIO GROUP

— A RADIO SITE (IN PROGRESS) WHERE PEOFPLE CANNOT ONLY
DOWNLOAD, BUT ALSO UPLOAD THEIR OWN PROGRAMS.

LOCATION: THE GIVE AWAY SHOP, UTRECHT.
DATE: FEBRUARY 7. 2006.



Conrld yvou explain the praject please?

K (Kika): The idea is to set up a twenty-four hour, seven day a week, free internet radio stream. In the Netherlands there are
lots of pirate radic projects and they manage to stream around two hours a dav, or a week, or something. It"s a shame becanse
they are so small that only a few people can hear them and they don™t reach out to that many people. 50 we will collect all of
the good radio programs and put them together on the Internet so that evervbody can listen to them. Small radio projects can
also use them 1o fill up their own programs.

The idea is based on how I listen to radio: if I know a good station I switch it on, but vou then have to know details such as. the
third Tuesday a month &t seven o clock etc, and then it gets complicated. You might easily miss the program.

50 we wint to collect good programs and put them together on the Internet.

G (" Groente” ) Yeah, my interpretation of the project is slightly different. 1 see it more like an Indy media, but in audio. The
ided is to have a svstem where evervone can make a radio program for an hour or so. then up-load it to a wehsite, creating an
Open contact svstem.

K Yeah, there is a very cool Linux program for audio and it gets better and better because people can just download it to their
computers and really easily work with sound. One can save it, click on a website, and upload it into a free space.

o, this makes it very easy for people o send radio. How will you manage o il ali the airiime?

K Of course there will be hours of just music, but this will still be different music to Britney Spears. You can repeat the
programs as well, however, with all of the programs that people make all over the Netherlands  there is already a lot of material.

G It can also function &s & platform for small non-commercial bands to upload their music. 1t will be part of a random play list
that will fill the blank space.

So it ix rechnically possible to make a imetabie and for anyone o apioad”

K: "Groente” is working on that. We will make & calendar-system so that people can see where the blank spaces are and
upload their material themselves. We will write a text in which we explain the basic rules and what we detinitelv do not want,
like in the Indy media. If vou then see that someone made a lot of shit, vou don’t allow this person to post anything in the
future.



K: "Groente” is working on that. 'We will make a calendar-system so that people can see where the blank spaces are and
uplodad their material themselves. We will write a text in which we explain the basic rules and whit we definitely do not want,
like in the Indy media. If vou then see that someone made a lot of shit, you don’t allow this person to post anything in the
future.

How did vou ger the idea?

K: My ided came from different places. I recently moved here and 1 wanted to listen to radio to learn Dutch. but I couldn™t find
a pond station to listen to. It was all commercial shit! 1 used to make radio in Germany, but people here told me lots of
different things. like,” No. it"s impossible, because it is so illegal to make pirate

radio, don”t even think &bout doing that!™ ™ You can do it, vouo just have 1o throw a benefit party once in a while, as they will
destroy your equipment every half-vear.” : and.” W ell, nothing will really change.” Lots of people told me that they would not
work with me because they thought it was not possible to make a pirate radio station in Utrecht. so 1 thought about doing it on
the internet instead. This way . anvone in any little village. can pick it up and send stff o it, and that™ s cool.

G: Providing that they have Internet access..

(3: There was a large police action in the Netherlands against pirate radio stations a couple of yvears ago and almost all of the
pirate radins where shut down, 50 my guess is that people are still quite paranoid about that. There is one station that
broadcasts every Sunday who has not had problems so far: I think they have been broadcasting for one-and-a-half vears.
So, pirate radie is, or used 1o be, very big in the Netheriands?

G Yeah, the stations were also very apolitical. There were lots of commercial pirate radios because the general Dutch
nuiinstream radio mainly offers MTY hits. 50 there were really a lot of other stations ... mostly farmers that set up their own
ransmitters plaving Dutch music, like La La la L. which isn™t really mv cup of tea, but it” s fair enough. They also plaved
commercials, such as adverts for the local supermarket. so that they could pav the bills when the police raided their smdin.

Kika, you worked with radio in Germany?



K Yeih. there the whole radio svstem is completely different. Like in Hamburg for example. there is an independent radio
station. 1 made programs for a local commercial radio station that are forced to give two hours a day to non-commercial groups
and to give them good slots. I think the state even pays for it. ¥ hat vou can do depends on the program director. There was
ong who just refused to plav some things and he was tiken to court and was then forced to play the programs, but this was two
mianths after the programs were made, so it was very funny. In the station where I was working somebody played an hour of
war notices during the Iraq war and the program director decided to have a session about how 10 mike our programs more
popular. {Laugh}

How will veur praject be financed?

K: Ha! That's a good question... We don™t need that much money o start.

(3: No.not really. There™ s already an infrastructure here from FUSCI for a simple website. If it grows out of hand then that
won’'tdo any more. But, there” s also a project in Amsterdam, called the Free Team. They generally support Internet radios by
relying them, which basically means that we have our own little studio or website that makes one radio stream. and this is sent
over to the free team. They have a big fat server with lots of reallv good Internet connections and they send it out to all of the
listeners. 50 for us it is just one stream and they send it through the Internet.

Dhves this kind of free Inferner radio already exisr?

K: 1 guess, somewhere.

G: Mot as far as | know.

K: 1"msure it does. It is such a simple idea.

G: I"we searched evervwhere for existing software to be able to set it up, and I haven™t found anvthing. Of course there are lots
of Internet radios but I don™t think there is one with dn open contact svstem.

Wha are vour users or fisteners?

K: Evervbody!!



Bur how are You reaching our o peaple” How will vou make peaple aware thar e site is there?
G: Spam!! (Laugh)
K Telling evervbody through papers and the Indy media. Hopefully people will like it and spread the word.

K 1 guess vou don’t reach the mainstream, but 1 hope that it goes further thian just the squatting scene. You are right about thit
it is important to think about the distribution, because if vou are on air then people accidentally tne in, but if you are online
vou must inform pecple about the location.

G Yeah, I think the diversity in music
cin also mean a lot. In general the Dutch radio is really crappy. unless you want to hedar news or classical music all day long.

Lday your s@¢ Your project as being a counrer image? Would you say thar e participarery form is a crifigue in irself?

K It definitely is, just by bemg there, but we don’t hive to tell people every fifth minute that this is better then the commercial
radin; it is independent from it. We show that it works to make a difference, and of course it will be used for critique as well. 1
hope people will not only play their favourite tapes. but will make projects about things they have done. ie. if have been at a
EU meeting or something.

G: 1 think it is a critique in fself. .

K: Yeah, but that sound as if the main purpose is to be against. but it is more the case that this is missing. and people need o
be able to spread their own information and to get access to different information. It would be necessary even if there were no
commercial radio. Of course one way to keep people dependent is to cut off information and education. 50 even if our project
will not work., the idea is still very important: people need free information.

Maiking radio is such a cool thing, and it is not difficult to do it. Some commercial stations just take it and the state protects
them. giving them the right to fill the air and our ears. Why? This is not their air. Thev didn”t even invent radio. It is just like
paper, vou know. ong-way of submiting information. It is as if all the newspapers would have the monopoly on using paper. |
think it is absurd.

How does your project fUnciion i @conomic sirucmres ?



K: The commercial smdins are financed through advertising and therefore they feature mainstream programs so that a8 many
people as possible will listen to it. They don™t take risks. They wouldn’t feature anvthing longer than around 2 50 minutes.
There are rules for evervthing.

G: I think our idea is kind of comparable to the commercial radio stations but with the whole cash fiow ripped out of it. There
15 No money going around.

K: But also on the commercial radio stations there are people deciding what is to be featured. I mean I could never go to a
radio station and sav I want to make a one and a half hour program about the G&. It is just not possible.

G 1 was thinking in economical terms rather than social. Normally at radio stations the artist gets paid via the record label and
the record labels pay the radio to promte the stuff, the radio gets money through advertising. and bla blia bla ... But in our
project the cash flow is just non-existent.

K But the social stuff is connected to the economic stuff, because they have to get advertisers and therefore they hinve to make
a program that is easy o listen to. That™ s why it" s so directed. They cannot even play the music that they like themselves.

D vou reflect over sustainabilicy wihen planning your profecr?

G: I think any source of free information is sustainable. It might change shape over time. for instance, I couldn™t imagine
todiay” s Internet without Indy media, and it is here to stav. Even when servers dare shut down, it turn ups somewhere else,
simply becanse there’ s a nead for it

Whar are your thoughts on the exchange of ideas . ?

K: The only thing people will get through working for the project is fame or blame. No_ actally vou get a good Internet radio.
but vou et that even if vou don't post anvthing.

G: But someone has to give something, otherwise there won't be a program.

G: | think we have got our first program. ..



K We will try 1o make the project as open as possible. I guess “Groente™s™ will also be open source. ..
G If I am not to embarrassed about it

K You hive some ambitions, so 1" m sure it will be good. With open source if the listeners don’t like our project they can just
start their own by downloading it and making their own site. Then there can be 3000 Internet radios!

G You still have to have a working system, a server etc.

Mozt af all vou must have listeners and peaple thar want i partcipare. . Have you fioughn abour connecring it fo a physical
space sa thar people for example could come here fe PUSCH and be assisted in ow o make radio programs?

K: We will definitely provide that here. We hive a computer that s set up so that one can do andio editing.

K: I"'m already thinking about writing letters to projects to offer them support o make programs about their own projects.
Finally, can you suggest anofler group fir us o merview?

K: You cian talk to somebody that 1 just met. She lives around the corner here and just came back from building a radio station
in East Timor. She originallv went there with the same idea. that people need information. 1t was just after the war 50 her
organisation wanted to collect money and hiand out free radios. When she arrived there people said: well, we don’t neaed radios
a5 there is no radio station. 50 she read a lot and started o build up this radio station. It is acally the same idea but from &
totally different perspective.

Whar's her name?

K: (Looks in her address book) Endie! I can give her a call now and ask her._.

{5 there anyming in parmcular we siioutd ask fer?

K You should ask her how it worked with the people there, because it is so different from here. They are farmers and cannot

just make radio all dayv long: they have to work on their farms. 'What 1 would be reallv interested in is how they deal with
hierarchical structures there?



